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condition of the natives, it becomes of consequence to
ascertain how necessity, the venerable mother of inven-
tion, has taught people so situated to do the required
work. For example, it is generally easy for a ship of
war to pick up her anchor with her own boats; but, it
will sometimes happen, that the launch and other large
boats may be stove, and then it may prove of conse-
quence to know how a heavy anchor can be weighed
without a boat at all.

We happened, in his Majesty's ship Minden?- to run
upon the Coleroon shoal, off the mouth of the great
river of that name, about a hundred miles south of
Madras. After laying out a bower anchor, and hauling
the ship off, we set about preparing the boats to weigh
it in the usual way. But the master-attendant of Porto
Novo, who had come off to our assistance with a fleet of
canoes and rafts, suggested to Sir Samuel Hood, that
it might be a good opportunity to try the skill of the
natives, who were celebrated for their expertness in
raising great weights from the bottom. The proposal
was one which delighted the Admiral, who enjoyed
everything that was new. He posted himself accord-
ingly in his barge near the spot, but he allowed the task
to be turned over entirely to the black fellows, whom he
ordered to be supplied with ropes, spars, and anything
else they required from the ship. The officers and
sailors, in imitation of their chief, clustered them-
selves in wondering groups in the rigging, in the
chains, and in the boats, to witness the strange
spectacle of a huge bower anchor, weighing nearly

1 [H.M.S. Minden^ a. 74, was the first ship of its size to be built
in the Bombay dockyards. Its builder, the famous Jamsetjee
Bomanjee, was presented with a cup by the Admiralty, who were
delighted with its beautiful lines. Bombay dockyard, under the
Lowjee Wadia family, earned a great reputation during the i8th
century for the fine battleships and frigates built there. Being of teak,
they resisted gunfire better than oak, and were less liable to rot. Another
fine Bombay vessel was the Corntoallist p. 168.]
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